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THIS EVENING’S PROGRAMME

To mark our long-awaited return to live singing, Bath Bach Choir is
delighted to present Midsummer Vespers. This is not a liturgical
performance of Vespers: rather a montage of evocative choral music
appropriate for the end of the day. The music is drawn from seven
different centuries, and our intention is that, wherever you are
seated in Bath Abbey this evening, you will feel surrounded by an
atmospheric theatre of sound and echoes of the ages.
We open with a 14th-century chant in praise of the Virgin Mary
from the Llibre Vermell de Montserrat, sung in three-part canon;
this leads into a vigorous call to worship the Lord – the opening of
Rachmaninov’s choral masterpiece known as the All-Night Vigil, or
Vespers. Following on, Cassandra Dalby leads the choir in Blagoslovi,
dushe moya, Ghospoda (Bless the Lord, O my soul), in which the
high voiced angels praise God in the heavens while, supported by the
lower voices, the soloist leads with the text of the psalm.
Accompanied on the organ by Huw Williams, we sing Gabriel
Fauré’s gentle but fervent Cantique de Jean Racine (Gathered here in
thy presence, receive the hymns we offer…) – a piece that holds new
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O nata lux de lumine

meaning for the choir as it was our first ‘lockdown’ recording, a project
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that kept our spirits up during the first wave of the pandemic in 2020.

Dietrich Buxtehude (1637–1707)

A distant octet will then sing Tallis’s O Nata Lux (O Light of
Light … vouchsafe us at the end to be one with thy beautiful Body).
Although the Magnificat generally marks the conclusion of a
liturgical Vespers, we have chosen to insert a setting by German
baroque composer Dietrich Buxtehude here, as a vibrant and
joyful interlude.
A second octet will sing Tallis’s familiar prayer, If ye love me, keep
my commandments.
Inspired by the Hilliard Ensemble’s recording of Morales’s
penitential motet Parce mihi Domine, with Jan Garbarek improvising
on saxophone, we are revisiting this stunningly beautiful and
moving piece. We’re delighted to welcome back former Bath Young
Musician of the Year Katie Bunney, who brings her own exquisite style
of saxophone improvisation.
Back to Vespers, we’ll turn our attention to Rachmaninov’s iconic
Bogoroditse Devo (sometimes referred to as his Ave Maria), with its
impassioned alto parts typical of the Russian ecclesiastical idiom.
It was fashionable in the Renaissance era to compose multi-choir
motets – many of you will be familiar with Tallis’s 40-part motet in
eight choirs of five parts each. In our next offering, Spanish composer
Francisco Guerrero makes do with just 12 parts, with three choirs (of
four parts each) representing the Trinity of Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
We hope you enjoy the passing of sound around the space of Bath
Abbey, and the stirring climaxes. (Two Seraphim called one to another:
Holy is the Lord of Hosts. Full of Thy Glory is the whole earth.)
Ola Gjeilo’s contemporary Evening Prayer (2010) was the composer’s
first choral work to incorporate solo instrumental improv, weaving
together saxophone and voice in an incredible tapestry of sound.
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Finally, the Agnus Dei from Rossini’s Petite Messe Solennelle
features again our guest soloist, Cassandra Dalby. Rossini’s Mass is
neither little nor solemn; he fondly referred to it as “the final sin of
my old age”.
We hope you enjoy this evening’s foray back into the light and
what promises to be a joyful reunion for singers of Bath Bach Choir.

The audience is kindly
requested to refrain from applauding
until the end of the concert.
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a virtual musical, recording the premiere of Gary Pike’s

which had its world premiere at Blackheath Halls with Trinity

saxophone concerto and participating in many ‘digital

Laban. In 2018 Cassandra performed the role of Bianca in

orchestras’), she is absolutely delighted to be performing live
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broadcasts; and forming and directing an ensemble to record
the National Anthem for the Queen’s Christmas Broadcast.

Bath Bach Choir is a group of around 80 singers who perform with passion and precision,
regularly delighting and thrilling audiences in Bath and beyond. The choir was originally formed
in 1946 to sing Bach’s Mass in B minor. Today, alongside the great choral masterpieces, it also
regularly performs stunning contemporary works, and is of course well known for its annual feast
of light Christmas music. The choir has been directed by Nigel Perrin for 31 years, during which
he has brought fun, challenge and purpose to its rehearsals and brilliance to its performances.

Bath Bach Choir would like to thank our Friends & Patrons
for their generosity in supporting this evening’s performance and for their
ongoing support during these difficult months.
We also thank all those who have worked tirelessly to get us back to the
starting line – Nigel, our magnificent committee, Bath Box Office, Bath Abbey – and
thanks to all of you for coming to share this evening of live music with us.
www.bathbachchoir.org.uk

